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The Green Carnation Prize 2011 

The Green Carnation Prize got off to a great start in 2010 as an award that celebrated the best fiction and 

memoirs by gay men. It provoked debate, produced an intriguing shortlist and chose a worthy winner in 

Christopher Fowler's ‘Paperboy’. 

This year The Green Carnation Prize is back for 2011, 

and it's even bigger and better. Set to become 

Britain's most prestigious literary prize for modern 

gay writing, it has now opened its doors to all LGBT 

(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) writers. We 

hope thereby to engage the wider LGBT community, 

as well as all readers outside of it, in our constant 

search for great modern writing. 

"We were thrilled with the prize in 2010 and this year 

is going to be a new challenge with a wonderful mix 

of judges who have a very eclectic taste in books and, 

most importantly, a passion for reading," says Simon 

Savidge, a founder of The Green Carnation Prize and 

Chair of Judges 2011. “Already the submissions we 

have had this year are proving to be a real mix of 

genre’s and from debut authors to some of the 

biggest ‘literary’ names.” 

"I'm delighted to be associated with Green Carnation Prize, I love that the remit is now expanded, and I'm 

looking forward to some great reading," says Stella Duffy, award-winning author and one of the two new 

judges of the 2011 Green Carnation Prize. 

Michelle Pauli, deputy editor of guardian.co.uk/books, also joins the judging panel which includes two of 

last year’s judges, book blogger Nick Campbell and author and last year’s chair Paul Magrs. “It’s great to 

do something different and have a continuation in a book prize panel each year along with some fresh 

eyes,” adds Simon Savidge. 

The prize is open to any novel, short story collection or memoir written by any LGBT author worldwide 

published in the UK in hardback or paperback between 1st January 2011 and 31st December 2011 are 

eligible. For the full submission details please visit the website here.  

Important Dates for Diaries 

The Green Carnation Prize is currently seeking submissions from all UK publishers for this award with a 

deadline of Friday 5th August 2011. Followed by; 

•       Longlist 2011 Announced – 1st September 2011 

•       Shortlist 2011 Announced – 1st November 2011 

•       Winner 2011 Announced – 1st December 2011 (to coincide with World Aids Day) 

You can find out any further information on the website  

http://greencarnationprize.wordpress.com/submissions/
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A Word From The Chair of Judges 2011 

“When I have told people that I am this year’s Chair of the Judges for The Green Carnation Prize, and 

indeed one of its founders, people initially get very excited for me. It has been interesting to me that 

afterwards, when they have had time to think about it, they come back with two recurring questions. The 

first is; what does The Green Carnation Prize stand for? The second is; do we really need it in this day and 

age? 

Last year, when The Green Carnation Prize was set up, the reason we had for creating such a prize was 

that there wasn’t an award in the UK specifically for any gay male writers, or indeed any LGBT authors. 

This year we have changed it to include all LGBT writers, which was something we overlooked last year in 

the mad rush of creating a prize, getting together a judging panel and having the publishers on board and 

submitting novels and then reading them all in the space of a month. It was exhilarating and wonderful to 

read these books that might not have crossed my path otherwise. 

Does the prize stand to celebrate LGBT authors and give voice to those who might be less well known, or 

is it a prize that is pushing authors forward in what some believe is an industry dominated by straight 

white writers? I would say both. The joy for me in last year’s novels, and indeed in the reading I have 

done so far for 2011, is seeing what the ‘big gay names’ have to offer as well as discovering authors who 

have written several books (or more) that I have missed out on and also discovering exciting new debut 

voices. It’s the joy of learning more through reading and it’s not one that is only enjoyable to LGBT 

readers but to any reader out there. I recommended pretty much the entire longlist to people last year 

and not a single one of my straight or gay friends regretted reading any of them. In fact they all liked the 

fact that they had found some new authors who they could either follow in the future or read the back 

catalogue of. 

We do live in a more accepting world nowadays but by no means are we at a point where sexuality 

doesn’t cause some slight ruffling of feathers here and there. Some authors still choose to remain in the 

closet and if that’s their want and they believe that they will loose readers because they are gay that’s 

there choice, it’s a shame but it’s their right. All we can do is highlight the ones who don’t mind. 

So do we need The Green Carnation Prize? I would say absolutely, and not just because of sexuality. It’s 

also about promoting great books, any literature-based prize is. I hope that in promoting books, 

regardless of if they have been reviewed highly in the broadsheets or not, been Booker (or any other 

prize) listed or whether they have a well known author or someone new or relatively unknown, what we 

as judges in 2011 have to do is give people the opportunity to find great books.  

We simply created a prize that aims itself at promoting the LGBT authors out there, but not just to LGBT 

readers, this is a prize for all readers out there of all sexes, races, cultures, backgrounds and sexualities 

unified simply by the love of a good book. That’s the idea behind any book prize isn’t it? I hope that 

anyone and everyone will follow the prize this year and enjoy reading the books as we go forward. I want 

discussion and debate and to highlight some wonderful reading choices. If we achieve that in the months 

ahead then I think The Green Carnation Prize is doing just what it should.” 

Simon Savidge, June 2011 
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Notes for Editors 

The Green Carnation Prize was born in late July 2010 when the literary award season kicked off and 

author Paul Magrs tweeted about the “scandalous” lack of prizes for gay men”. From there a team of 

judges was formed and a prize was born. The prize is named after the green carnation historically 

sometimes worn as an emblem of homosexuality and is a tribute to Oscar Wilde who often carried one 

on his lapel. In 2011 the prize looks to be bigger and better than ever now incorporating all LGBT writers 

and with a much longer submission period.  

Further Information 

Additional information on the Judges for 2011 can be found here. 

The Submission Guidelines for 2011 can be found here. 

The judges are all available for interviews and/or to write articles via the email below.  

For all other information and updates please visit The Green Carnation Prize website here.  

Contact Information 

For any other questions please email greencarnationprize@gmail.com 

http://greencarnationprize.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/the-green-carnation-judges-2011.pdf
http://greencarnationprize.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/the-green-carnation-prize-submission-guildelines-2011.pdf
http://greencarnationprize.wordpress.com/
mailto:greencarnationprize@gmail.com

